
 
 
Breinton Recital Society – Registered Charity No 1151972 

Annual General Meeting – 26 October 2018     
 

 

Officers and Committee Members: 

President:   Kumi Smith-Gordon 
Secretary & Treasurer: Lionel Smith-Gordon 
Independent Trustees: Steve Barnett 
    Mark Lewis 
    Paul van den Bosch 

Charity registered address:  Breinton, Heath House Road, Woking GU22 0RD. 
 

AGM Agenda 

1. Annual Report 
2. Financial Report  
3. Member Q&A 

 

Report on Society Activities 

Recital Season 
As in previous years, we continued to offer top quality performances by truly inspiring 
performers. Every musician who has appeared during this season showed enthusiasm, 
professionalism, their own style and great dynamics, all of which were fully appreciated 
by our audiences.  

This season we enjoyed the beautiful sounds not only of the piano, violin and cello, but 
also of rarer instruments: trumpet and double bass. Regrettably, there was one recital 
cancellation (Callum Smart and Richard Uttley) in March due to the heavy snow. We 
were grateful that everyone who had purchased tickets was totally understanding and 
we were able to handle the situation swiftly. The duo is due to return in March 2019. 

We launched a matinée series in the 2016/17 season in order to reach out to a wider 
audience. We had two piano matinées this season, by Masayuki Tayama in September 



and Ashley Fripp in February, both of which were very well attended. Despite only being 
in its second year, and still in the experimental stage, we felt much more comfortable 
and established, and we were certainly able to reach a wider audience.   

In January, we organised our third Local Young Performers’ Soirée with four talented 
school-age musicians. We organised this event to give them an opportunity to perform 
in a concert setting, to a real audience crowd who are not just their parents and 
relatives, for the joy of performing without being adjudicated or examined. One of the 
performers this season was a string category finalist of the BBC Young Musicians of the 
Year 2018, Double Bassist Will Duerden. He appreciated the Breinton opportunity to run 
through his programme.  

We added one last minute recital, as we did last season, in April, by violinist Coco 
Tomita, who was preparing for an important international competition. 

As a music society, we feel that we are now established in the right place. Musicians of 
the highest calibre are performing at Breinton, and we are eternally thankful for their 
willingness and eagerness. We will do our best to keep a great relationship with the 
musicians, their managers and agents. As ever, we are grateful with our members’ 
continuous support and enthusiasm. We hope to continue to be a special music place 
for our members, and to be a strong bridge between the musicians and audiences.  

Community and Beyond  
We have long pursued a good network and connection with our colleagues from music 
societies, festivals and performing groups in the area to exchange ideas, experiences 
and challenges. Our annual network meeting in February was a highly successful affair. 
We were joined by enthusiastic and passionate representatives of music societies from 
near and far, drawing a lively discussion on the new General Data Protection Regulation. 
We invited a representative from Making Music, an organization for UK voluntary music 
promoters and performing groups, who provided guidance and support in this matter. 

We were unable to offer Woking Young Musicians Trust our venue for their auditions 
this year. This was due to a major re-decoration of our house, which fortunately was 
completed! We would like to continue our support; we often invite award winners of 
the Trust to perform in our Local Young Performers Soiree. 

Membership 
Our membership roll for the year stood at 231 (252 prior year) and we sold a total of 
537 tickets.   

 

Governance 
Breinton Recital Society, also known as Soirées at Breinton, is governed by a 
Constitution agreed on formation on 15 July 2009.  The Society is registered with the 
Charity Commission, recognized by HM Revenue & Customs, and participates in the Gift 



Aid scheme.  The Society is not registered for VAT and has no liability to Income or 
Corporation Taxes. 

The charity is overseen by the Trustees who meet at least two times a year.  Most 
operating decisions, including the organisation of the soirées, is delegated to Kumi and 
Lionel Smith-Gordon. 

We would like to acknowledge and thank our volunteers for their assistance in the 
smooth running of our recitals. 

 

Finance Report and Accounts 

 
Accounting Policies 
The Accounts are prepared on a Receipts and Payments basis as permitted by Section 
42(3) of the Charities Act 1993, as amended by the Charities (Accounts and Reports) 
Regulations 2008 and the SI 2009 No 508.  There are no accruals or prepayments shown 
in the accounts. 

The Society has a small amount of equipment to support its activities which are kept in 
premises owned by the trustees and insured by the Society.  The value of these items 
was written off on acquisition so no physical assets are held on the balance sheet.  The 
Society’s financial year ends on 31 July. 

No audit or independent examination of the Society’s accounts is required.  
 

Financial Review  
The financial state of the Society remains robust and we feel we are firmly 
established.  Therefore, we have continued our policy to maintain an informal 
reserve approximately equal to one year’s operating costs. 

 
Public Benefit Statement 
The charity trustees confirm that we have complied with our duty to have due 
regard to the guidance on public benefit published by the Charities Commission in 
exercising our powers and duties.  All recitals are open to the public and are 
priced to represent the value delivered. 

  



Receipts and Payments Account 

 Year to Year to Year to 
 July 31 July 31 July 31 
 2016 2017 2018 

Receipts 

Donations Received £732 £910 £979 
Membership Fees £446 £594 £462 
Ticket Sales £6,825 £8,812 £6,958 
Community Events £541 £615 £635 
Other Income £127 £187 £61 
Sponsorship & Grants  £330 £250 

Total Receipts £8,671 £11,447 £9,345 

Payments 

 Cost of Sales £5,791 £7,569 £6,106 
 Administrative Expenses £437 £498 £279 
 Insurance & Subscriptions £235 £219 £221 
 Marketing & Advertising £226 £562 £371 
 Maintenance & Repairs £280 £376 £199 
 Donations Made £200 £30 £200 
 Community Events £912 £766 £757 

Total Payments £8,081 £10,020 £8,133 

Excess of Receipts over Payments £590 £1,427 £1,212 

Statement of Assets and Liabilities 

 as of Aug 1 as of Aug 1 as of Aug 1 
           Cash Funds 2016 2017 2018 

 Cash £100.00  £9.02 
 Bank account £530.58 £1,677.85 £1,826.47 
 Deposit account £8,659.18 £8,663.26 £10,096.32 
 Paypal account  £378.58 

Total Assets  £9,289.76 £10,719.69 £11,931.81 

Liabilities £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 

 
This report and accounts were approved by the Trustees of  
Breinton Recital Society on 29 September 2018. 


